AGOURA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP WEDDING POLICY
The elders and members of ABF are pleased that you are considering our facilities for your wedding.  We wish to serve our community, but of even higher importance, we desire to obey God.  A wedding that is performed within our facilities implies to the community that this wedding union is being condoned and approved by our church and carries with it the blessing of God.  Since our facilities have been dedicated to the glory of God, we feel it is appropriate to use them only in ways that are honoring to God and in harmony with His holy Word.  If, after reading the following, you feel we can help meet your needs, please fill out the following page and turn it in to the church office.  The secretary will have our wedding hostess call you to answer your questions and work out the details of the wedding.

 

Our Marriage Policy:

Marriage: Marriage is a union ordained and instituted by God as a covenant relationship between one man and one woman. Marriage portrays the relationship between Christ and His Church (Bride), and as such, our church views marriage as a spiritual institution established by God. 

Christian: We cannot condone joining in wedlock a couple that is "unequally yoked" {a Christian with a non-Christian), according to 2 Corinthians 6:14 and 1 Corinthians 7:39

Moral Purity: Engaged couples should not be "living together" prior to their wedding day, according to 1 Corinthians 5:11; 6:18-20; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8; and Hebrews 13:4.

Clergy: Only legally licensed or ordained pastors (clergy) who are evangelical by theological conviction (believing in salvation by grace through faith in Christ alone, and believing in the full authority and inspiration of the Bible) shall officiate at marriage ceremonies conducted on our church property. Pastors (clergy) employed by the church shall be subject to dismissal and loss of ordination for officiating a same gender marriage ceremony.

Church: Any marriage performed on church premises shall be officiated by a pastor who affirms agreement with our Statement of Faith. Our pastors have sole discretion to decline to make our church facilities available for, and/or decline to officiate at a ceremony when there are concerns that one or both of applicants may not be qualified to enter into the sacred bond of marriage for theological, doctrinal, moral or legal reasons.

Couples: A man and woman wishing to have a ceremony officiated by one of our pastors, or wishing to use our church facilities, shall receive a minimum of four hours of premarital counseling by pastors employed by the church or by other persons who, in our pastors’ opinion, have appropriate training, experience, and spiritual understanding to provide such counseling.

Summary: Marriage ceremonies using the facilities at ABF are permitted only between one man and one woman who are both born again believers in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. The pastor who will be performing the ceremony must be approved by one of our pastors or elders. Pre-marital counseling, if not done by one of our pastors, must be approved by them.
Our Wedding Regulations:


1.  The officiating pastor must attend the rehearsal.
 


2.  Our wedding hostess must be in attendance at all weddings performed at the church.
 


3.  No flash pictures or video floodlights are allowed during the ceremony.  Photographers and video camera persons must use available light only.

4.  The church audio person must be used if any of the sound equipment is to be used.
 


5.  If a pianist is needed, arrangements may be made with the regular church pianist.
 


6.  No rice is allowed on the church grounds, but birdseed may be used.
 


7. There will be no smoking anywhere INSIDE any of the buildings during the rehearsal, wedding or reception.                       

8. No alcoholic beverages are to be served on church property.
 

 

All members of the wedding party will be so instructed.  The ushers will be responsible for informing guests during and after the wedding and reception.
