Agoura Bible Fellowship

Memorial Service Guide
At Agoura Bible Fellowship, we recognize that the week of a funeral or memorial service for your loved one is certainly one of the most difficult weeks in your life.  Therefore we want to assist you and accommodate your needs in every way we possibly can so that you will be able to travel through this time of heartache and grief with as few hardships and confusion as possible.

As long as our buildings (sanctuary and multi-purpose room) are not already scheduled for another event, we want to open it up for you to use, with open arms and an open heart.  If you desire, one of our pastors should be available to officiate the service.  He would meet with your family at least a day ahead of the service in order to help you in planning it to be as personal and meaningful as possible to your family.

If you desire another pastor to officiate the service, our only requirement is that he be an evangelical Christian by theological conviction, believing in salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone, the reality of conscious existence after death, and the full authority and inspiration of the Bible.  

A CD is made of every funeral or memorial service that is held in our sanctuary, and is given to the family.  The music chosen to accompany the ceremony is your choice, and we only request that it honor God.  If desired, guests may be invited to join in the singing of a hymn during the service.  You may discuss your special music desires with the pastor.  

Please note that there is no smoking permitted in any of our buildings, or between the buildings because of fire hazards, and no alcoholic beverages are permitted on the church property.  Any smoking should be done in the parking lot. Flowers may be placed in almost any location, excluding the piano.

Graveside services may be held either before or after the church service at a local cemetery or mausoleum.

For families of church members and regular attenders, our Deaconesses (women who have a heart to serve others) will offer to sponsor either a fruit and cookie reception or a light lunch following the service for your immediate family and friends who have traveled a long distance to be with you for this day. (If over 50 people are served food, we will expect the family to share in the food costs.) Non-members may also arrange to use our multi-purpose room for this purpose as long as they make all the arrangements for providing and paying for the meal, doing the basic clean up, and paying our custodian for re-setting the room.

Suggested Honorariums:  Honorariums for funerals and memorial services are a way to show your appreciation to those who give of their time to help. Here are some suggested figures that might assist you in your planning. 

You should plan to cover the following honoraria:





Pastor


 $100 - 150





Pianist


 $75 - 100





Sound / Light Person
 $75 - 100





Soloist (optional)

 $75 - 100





Custodian (for reception)
 $75

Optional for non-members:
Use of facilities / Utilities
 $100 donation

Normally, your funeral home will assist you in the matter of distributing these honorariums.

Our church has copies of a booklet entitled “God Understands” that we would like to give you as a gift that might bring you some comfort and hope in this time of heartache, grief, and loss.  We also have a book entitled “What to Do After A Death” please call our church office at 818-889-7449.  

Our prayers will be with you.
